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1.0 Introduction: 

An ecological and environmental assessment was undertaken during July 2020 to: 

• Assess the ecological and environmental issues relating to Longcliffe Golf Club and 

its surrounding environs 

• Provide an in-depth report highlighting any findings that may have arisen from the 

aforementioned ecological and environmental issues 

• Provide an easy to follow plan for the management and greenkeepers thereby 

improving the flora and fauna quality of Longcliffe Golf Club 

The plan itself will take approximately four years to complete. It may be however that all 

suggested works in the plan can be completed much sooner as Central England is known to 

close golf courses due to adverse weather situations including wet and frozen conditions. If this 

is the case, then general greenkeeping tasks cannot be carried out; therefore, more time is given 

towards the ecology plan. This works both ways i.e. conditions may be conducive to 

greenkeeping tasks therefore the ecology plan may take four years or more to complete. 

Whichever happens, the general aforementioned section regarding the flora and fauna may or 

may not be accomplished during the lifetime of this plan. 

The report itself should be read in conjunction to the accompanying photos that can be found 

in each section. It is thought that the best way forward is to concentrate only on holes 1 through 

to 5 in the first year of the plan; 6 – 11 in the second year and 12 – 18 in the third and fourth. 

This way, the plan is understandable, and everyone knows exactly where they should be at any 

given time unless stated otherwise. However, there are exceptions to this such as the large 

amount of tree work suggested on the turkey oaks and the fact that there are numerous trees 

which require management sooner rather than later. 

The plan includes the following points: 

• What the consultant (James Hutchinson) wishes to do 

• Where it will be done 

• When it will be done 

• Who will do it  
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Benefits to Longcliffe: 

• A more enjoyable round of golf 

• Enhanced quality of the environment 

• Efficient management methods 

• Potential cost savings (i.e. holistic thinning of roughs without costly chemicals) 

Vision: 

• More native nature 

• Less non – native nature 

• To achieve a more natural feel to the golf course 

• More involvement from the members 

• Communication 

The following survey of Longcliffe Golf Club has been undertaken to collect information. The 

information that is collected is to be used to evaluate its significance to Longcliffe’s members, 

visitors, staff and wildlife and then to act on it. It may be that the information gathered was of 

little significance and that no management was required – this happened in numerous places 

regarding the ecological management, however, many other areas require a good amount of 

work and another site visit may be necessary to discuss its running going forward. 

Information Gathered: 

• Nature conservation 

• Turfgrass management 

• Heather management 

• Aquatic management 

• Waste management 

• Woodland ecology 

• Visual appearance 

• Education and awareness 

It is advised that only small amounts of these recommendations will be carried out at any one 

time, as removal of large singular quantities could be detrimental to the environment. For 

example, there are one or two copses at Longcliffe GC which have a good amount of decaying 

timber present – if these were to be removed totally then another flora (such as creeping thistle 

and/ or himalayan balsam which are prevalent onsite) could take its place soon after. 



Longcliffe GC 2020 

4 
 

1.1 Important Issues: This plan gives distinct attention to: 

• Turkey oak: Issues regarding tree felling and the total removal of these non – native 

tree species could result in strongly worded letters aimed towards the club – careful 

management is therefore offered  

• Rough management – slow play, lost balls etc… 

• Ponds/ low lying wet areas: protected fauna may be present  

• Copses/ woodlands: These are best described as variable and the consequent 

management suggested reflects this. These copses/ woodlands play an important role 

to the ecology and playability of Longcliffe and great thought and planning 

accompanied their ensuing management recommendations 

• Ragwort – laws relating to its whereabouts* 

• Protected fauna: bats maybe present, therefore practices which offer further protection 

to these charismatic vertebrates are mentioned at the relevant points in this plan 

• Brambles, scrub and unkempt sections of the course 

• Possibly the most significant point, heather/ heathland and its encouragement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Little ragwort noted during July although this biannual may show as the rough matures. 
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2.0 Objective: 

To enhance the flora, fauna and playability via modern and holistic methods whilst returning 

the course to its original, and much more desirable, heathland.  

3.0 Comments: 

It is suggested that the plan will take four years to complete, however, nature is variable and 

always changing and evolving. For instance, Longcliffe has ash trees which need monitoring 

on a regular basis as there is a disease marching through the UK. At this time, however, there 

is no sign of this ailment but it is serious enough for the Forestry Commission to release the 

following statement: “Chalara dieback of ash is a serious disease of ash trees caused by a 

fungus called Chalara fraxinea (C. fraxinea), including its sexual stage, Hymenoscyphus 

pseudoalbidus (H. pseudoalbidus). The disease causes leaf loss and crown dieback in affected 

trees, and usually leads to tree death.” Longcliffe has upwards of 50 ash trees at this time and 

if any show symptoms of the disease then the plan will have to be changed to accommodate 

the felling of the infected ash trees. 

Another important scenario is the possibility that one of Longcliffe’s management team may 

leave their position which would thus lead to the question of who would direct the plan. If this 

scenario were to happen then thought would need to be fixed to a suitably qualified person to 

carry on the high level of management already in place - Longcliffe golf course appears to be 

managed to a good standard at this time.  

This plan is primarily aimed at woodland, heathland and rough grassland ecological 

management; however, the bionetwork and general wellbeing of the flora and fauna is 

considered, and its suggested conservation is offered within this report.   

3.1 Weather Conditions: 5/7/20 – clear skies and windy. 6/6/20 – clear skies, slower wind 

with occasional cloud cover.  

RHS refers to right hand side, whereas LHS refers to left hand side from herein. 

LGC refers to Longcliffe Golf Course 
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4.0 The Report 

4.1 Hole 1: 

I am happy to see heather to the LHS of the tees – this is a strong statement as to what type of 

golf course LGC is, or is aiming to become. At the time of my visit, numerous bee types were 

visiting the heather but I will suggest that no straight line planting is carried out from herein, 

indeed, I have suggested many areas onsite where straight line planting is not in fitting with 

the heathland quality of the area and invasive management is required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Heather at LGC. 

The course has one or two issues which need addressing at this early stage in the report, one is 

rhododendron (Ponticum) which has taken a foothold in certain locations; the LHS of the first 

hole is one such location. Where this type of evergreen is concerned, I advise total removal 

sooner rather than later. The new emerging leaves of Ponticum hold a free phenol (diterpenes) 

which is released when it rains. The phenol collects in the raindrops and finds its way into the 

upper soil horizon and then neutralises most of the life living there. The long-term outcome is 

Ponticum dominates a native woodland until little or no other life can thrive - this is an 

environmental disaster. The Woodland Trust, many Wildlife Trusts including the Lake District 

Trust have spent a significant part of their limited time and budgets removing this shrub from 

their environs. With that in mind, I advise total removal of rhododendron (Ponticum) from 

LGC. 
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It is pleasing to see that the club have not covered the small rock face to the LHS of the hole. 

This is a part of the club’s geology and should remain as an indicator of the problems faced 

with managing a course such as LGC.  

As a general rule, I suggest removing sycamores from a golf course (large leaves casting shade 

on turf, invasive roots, fast growing, non-native and little wildlife uses them), however, the 

sycamore growing to the rear of the open faced rock should stay as it is an integral part of the 

first hole’s playability. 

The trees to the RHS of the hole appear to have been managed in the past thus no management 

is required for the foreseeable future. I will suggest however, that we revisit this area over the 

course of the plan to see if the trees need more space to mature. If this is the case, then I may 

suggest removal of around one third. 

Good to see new heather growing to the LHS of the bunker. I will talk a little more on heather 

in section 4.2. 

 

Photo: Heather to the LHS of the first hole. 
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4.2 Hole 2: 

The large expanse of land to the LHS of the pathway as you make your way to the second, 

could be used for numerous holistic projects including composting, tree/ heather nursery or a 

wildflower eco zone. All will have a differing cost attached therefore I will suggest we aim for 

a basic wildflower eco zone (cost reasons).  

The dry-stone wall to the rear of the tees should be retained for arachnid reasons – it may also 

hole numerous nesting opportunities for small birds including wren and members of the tit 

family. 

Remove the solitary silver birch which is growing to the rear of the tees; this will cast shade 

and reduce air flow around the teeing areas when it reaches maturity. 

 

Photo: Remove the birch which is casting shade. 

Remove the newly emerging sycamores either side of the tees. It is good to see mature oak 

trees to the LHS of this area – retain these. It is known that 360 different organisms will use 

oak for food and to live on/ in, in comparison, sycamore has around 150. 
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It must be noted that no grass clippings should be thrown in the woodlands and/ or grasslands. 

This practice will only cause issues later including dead patches of grass, over-fertilising and 

encouragement of fat grasses (cocksfoot. Fog and meadow vars). I noted numerous grass bins 

around the course, but I feel that the club should have one on every tee/ green complex. These 

are to be emptied once per week and placed on the compost pile. It may be that this is not 

doable at this time through time constraints etc. Can the eco team assist? Composting can be a 

time-consuming job, but the end results are in LGC’s favour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Grass clippings on the second. 
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Heathland golf courses are without a doubt fewer in numbers since the 1970’s. Environmental 

conditions have contributed to this, including air quality and a higher acid content in the 

rainfall. I am happy to suggest that LGC was a heathland course many years ago as most of the 

trees are around the 20-70 years of age and appear to have been planted rather than self-set. 

One fast growing and non-native type of tree at LGC is the turkey oak. This fast-growing oak 

has no place on a heathland and questions should be raised as to why they were planted in the 

first instance – was it for aesthetics? It certainly was not for wildlife as they are of little use to 

flora and fauna. My feeling was they were planted for one of two reasons 1) raise cash via a 

forestry project, or 2) privacy reasons. I am leaning towards the latter as these trees are fast 

growing. Whichever it was, I advise removal of the turkey oaks from LGC over the course of 

this plan. I am under no illusion that this is a quick fix therefore I suggest contacting a local 

arboriculture firm to see if they will carry out the task for a small fee – their money will be 

raised from the sale of timber. I have given Michael (Course Manager) further details on this 

idea. 

Natural heath’s in the UK have been, and still are, in decline through the development of 

housing, farming and industry. Nature reserves and local wildlife trusts are carrying out great 

work to save these rare habitats for the often-specialised flora and fauna that lives there. All 

our reptiles are known to use heathland as a home at some point along with other types of 

interesting wildlife. Both frogs and toads are happy in the damp surroundings of a heath, 

whereas many of the RSPB’s Red List birds such as yellowhammer and linnet take readily to 

the wild gorse and blackberry sections, all of which can be found in pockets around the course.     

It is known that heaths consist mainly of heather. Heather (Calluna vulgaris), similar to grass, 

is a sun loving plant and one which will thrive on a heathland golf course with little tree 

coverage; Crossland Heath GC, Huddersfield is a fine example of this. 

Heather will grow in bogs and woodland floors if the underlying soils have an acidic and/ or 

peaty content. In terms of pH, ideally it will be around the 4.5 to 5.5 mark for the Calluna types, 

of which there are many – some botanists suggest there could be over 500 different kinds 

worldwide, but for the sake of wordcount, we will stick with the more common, certainly on 

golf courses anyway, Calluna vulgaris family. 
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I have been to many courses who mention that they were once a heathland type and that 

mismanagement quickly turned them into parklands and woodlands. The mismanagement they 

talk of is a culmination of overwatering, over feeding, little or no management of the heather 

itself and, as mentioned, tree planting. There is hope however, and this is to manage the course 

a little different in the wintertime. Many heathland greenkeeper’s already use these methods, 

however, for the benefit of the trainee, apprentice and/ or novice, the following suggestions 

appear to be the best way forward anyone new to the industry. 

 

Photo: Original heather stand to the RHS of the second carry. 
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Firstly, remove the young trees where heather used to grow at LGC. If there are any veteran 

and/ or ancient trees growing, then they should remain as they have probably been growing in 

their locations for many a century. Ongoing management may be required on newer, or 

reinvigorated heather sections of the course. 

It is largely known in the heather environmental management world, that heather growth 

responds well to being stripped away, certainly where rank grass has smothered the heath. The 

reason for this is twofold: 1) heather seeds remain viable for up to 50 years just below the 

thatch layer, and 2) the removal of rank material allows newly emerging heather seeds a greater 

chance of survival. How would you go about carrying out turf stripping? A 360° digger will be 

suitable, LGC has an ideal sized digger, however, be sure not to remove too much thatch and 

black layer as you may remove the underlying seeds; a simple turf stripper can be used and is 

more accurate, but far more time consuming. 

Once the turf has been stripped, it can either be used elsewhere on the course, or recycled as 

compost; be aware that if you do reuse onsite, it will probably have a good number of viable 

seeds and as such, may grow a new heather stand, just where you don’t want heather to grow.  

It must be said that it may not be an option to remove turf from the course (golf play and 

aesthetics), if this is the case then there are a number of other options open to LGC at this time, 

and these are: 

• Verti-draining  

• Hollow tinning 

• Deep scarification 

These methods act in a similar way to the turf stripping, but far less intrusive. All of these 

should be carried out as close to an existing heather stand as possible for best effect. 

In terms of a heath which is coming to the end of its life, there are many choices we can look 

at including burning, flailing, cutting and then collecting. Burning is not advisable unless the 

heath has already undertaken years of continuous burning, and thus has minimal moss, lichen, 

lignin etc. content; all of these contain a certain amount of water which we know, does not burn 

well.  

Flailing/ cutting and collecting is more suited to a golf course environment where tractor access 

is possible. Like grass, heather responds well to cutting and you should see new shoots the 



Longcliffe GC 2020 

13 
 

following spring. If you do cut and collect, be sure to dry as much material as possible for 

spreading out the following year; heather brashings can potentially hold thousands of heather 

seeds so be aware of this from herein. 

Heather turf can be brought in but, as mentioned, be sure the soil pH is correct (4.5-5.5). I 

generally hear that it is common to lose over 50% of purchased or brought-in heather turf, 

certainly if it is left to its own devices anyway. Remember, heather thrives in damp but free 

draining horizons.   

I am aware of a small number of course’s who have been trying, quite unsuccessfully I might 

add, to introduce heather to their environs. My advice would be to invest the cash elsewhere 

on the course. On the flip side to this, I have seen course’s where, if a divot is not repaired 

quickly on a fairway or semi-rough, then heather begins to grow in a matter of weeks – Formby 

Ladies springs to mind here 

A good place to see heathland characteristics is the small area to the RHS of the carry (previous 

photo). Heather is dominating the section and should be encouraged further into the woodland 

and along the rough. Keep a close eye on any new trees or bracken infestation. 

Heather has been noted further into the woodland (RHS) which may be difficult to encourage 

given the amount of available sunlight. It may be that we split this woodland into sections if 

other heather projects flourish. We can revisit this towards the end of this report (year 4 or 5). 

  

 

 

 

Photo: Heather on the woodland fringe, second hole. 
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Still on the subject of heather management, I noted moor-matt grass in the roughs on this hole. 

This type of grass is associated with heaths and is often found growing alongside heather. 

Whilst not ideal for golf play (dense and clumpy), no management is required to the matt grass 

at this time. A hollow tine along the woodland and rough fringe will be suitable for 

reinvigorating the heather; maybe a deep scarification too but I would avoid stripping the turf 

here as golf play takes precedence, certainly in this section. 

The woodlands to the LHS appear in good condition with holly, beech, oak and birch noted – 

no management required other than to erect a collection of nest boxes. 

The semi-rough as you make your way to the green (LHS around 100 meters onwards) should 

be hollow tinned and deep scarified (for reasons mentioned).  

There is a large gnarly native oak in the woodlands (LHS) which has a 4.5 meters girth at 1 

meter high. This suggests that it is 350 years old, a mere teenager in English oak longevity 

terms. I have recorded ten metre oaks on golf courses suggesting 1000 years old, however, not 

many have as much character as the one growing at LGC. I feel it will ‘walk’ over the next 100 

years or so. The term ‘walk’ means the limbs get too heavy for the trunk to support and as such 

touch the woodland floor. Over time, these take root and physically move the tree, hence the 

term ‘walk’. I would remove any growth of trees around this old specimen. 

 

Photo: Old English oak at LGC. 
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It is advised that the open ditches at LGC should not have their banks mowed unless it is seen 

as a H&S (Health and Safety) issue. The ditch is clearly visible to visitors therefore retain the 

unkempt appearance and maybe strim the banks twice per year to reduce the fat grass 

encroachment. 

 

Photo: Open ditch – good un-managed habitat. 

The gorse to the RHS of the ditch is becoming leggy and I feel it nearing the end of its useful 

life. Coppice this to 150mm over the course of this plan. 

Excellent habitat to the LHS of the green – retain this for deer, hare and other mid-sized 

vertebrates. 
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4.3 Hole 3: 

A healthy number of foxgloves can be found can be found at LGC; some can be found on the 

third. This biannual attracts many bee types but should not be encouraged into the roughs. If 

any do appear, remove and place on the compost pile. 

Monolith the decaying birch to the rear of the tees and retain the trunk for woodpeckers, 

nuthatches, tree creepers and any other fauna which wants to use it. We have a collection of 

saprophytic organisms here in the UK which rely on dead timber to survive; the female stag 

beetle only lays her eggs in decaying upright timber thus retain this and other decaying timber 

onsite. If they do have to be removed, then they should be stacked as eco piles in the nearby 

woodland. 

Good to see broom growing to the left-hand side of the pathway. Retain this for wildlife 

reasons.  

The trees either side of the fairway appeared quite well spaced. It appears management has 

been undertaken in the past therefore no management is required for the foreseeable future 

other than to erect a selection of nest boxes. There is a small amount of gorse appearing in the 

Woodland glades; happy for this to spread out further. 

Remove the rhododendron from the right-hand side of the green in its entirety. 

Remove the remaining rhododendron as you make your way to the 4th tee. 
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4.4 Hole 4: 

Retain the large Oak to the right-hand side of the tees. It may be that a nest box is erected on 

this tree for members to monitor whilst they wait.  

Woodland management has been carried out in the past to the RHS of the carry – this was to 

allow more light and air flow to the nearby green. I will strongly suggest that the seven tall 

oaks are removed from this section. These trees should have been managed many years ago as 

they all grew at the same pace whilst reaching for sunlight. Their straight and leggy appearance 

hold little wildlife attraction therefore this was an easy decision to reach. Replant the area with 

low growing trees such as rowan and hawthorn. 

  

Photo: Remove the seven oak trees from this section. 

If oak trees are to be planted onsite, then the oak growing on the second/ third should be a 

template i.e. robust, good amount of leaves and a spreading out appearance. The above oaks 

resemble larch poles and pines rather than a deciduous native tree (see oak to the end of the 

pathway for correct reference). 
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The grasslands to the LHS are rank – management required. 

The large woodland to the LHS of the hole has good canopy heights, density and species 

diversity – no management required at this time other than to monitor for sycamore and 

rhododendron. 

There is a large sycamore in the woodland (RHS halfway down the fairway) which appears to 

have been coppiced at some point in its history. I rarely see coppiced sycamore stools and they 

are not a common sight – retain this sycamore for historical reasons. 

   

 

 

 

  

  

 

Photo: Sycamore 

coppiced stool at 

LGC. Wood sage 

noted around the 

base of the tree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coppice the gorse to the rear of the green (around the hut). 
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4.5 Hole 5: 

Gorse should never be managed in a straight line on a golf course. It should be managed as a 

dense and scruffy stand of flora – with that in mind, coppice the gorse to the rear of the tee to 

150mm and allow it to regenerate. 

I am questioning as to why three non-native pines have been planted to the RHS of the tees – I 

understand it is for H&S, however, these look out of place on this scenic and natural golf 

course. I suggest replanting with three native types with the total removal of the non-natives. 

 

Photo: Replant in this area with suitable types i.e. scots pine. 

Three more plantings of suitable pines can be found a little further along the hole, but I must 

say that the rough to tree ratio is not ideal as I feel there are too many trees onsite. Avoid 

planting trees unless professional advice is sought. 

Fine grasslands can be found on this hole. 

I am happy to see that the tree to the LHS of the green has been monolithed. There are a group 

of insects here in the UK which rely on decaying upright timber therefore retain this tree as an 

upright habitat. Nest box required. 
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4.6 Hole 6: 

Good scrubland as you make your way to the next tee. Avoid management in here other than 

to keep an eye on encroaching bracken. 

It appears there is a buzzard’s nest in the woodlands to the RHS of the tees. I noted three in the 

area (two were juveniles) – I would avoid management in this area until we find the nest. 

The grasslands in front of the tees require management. 

Remove the rhododendron either side of the hole and to the rear of the green as it appears to be 

encroaching into the fine roughs. Also remove the three turkey oaks shown in the photo this 

forthcoming wintertime. Hollow tine this section to encourage heather. 

 

Photo: Rhododendron encroachment on the sixth hole. 

Coppice the gorse rear of the green. 
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4.7 Hole 7: 

Remove rhododendrons either side of the tees. 

Excellent veteran scots pines can be found either side of the tees – retain these but it may be an 

idea to erect a kestrel or owl box on one. 

Rank grasslands in front of the tees. Do not allow the bracken to encroach into the rough. 

There are numerous small and spindly trees either side of the hole (in the woodlands). Remove 

the thinner ones to allow the larger, and more dominant types a chance to reach maturity. 

 

Photo: Thin and spindly trees at LGC. 

Remove the dead tree approximately 100 metres from the green (LHS) requires removal for 

H&S reasons – it is leaning towards golf and greenkeeper traffic. Stack the timber in the 

woodlands nearby. 

Remove the two cherry trees to the RHS of the green: replant with rowans. 
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4.8 Hole 8: 

It is never a good idea to plant heather, or anything on a golf course, in squares, however, the 

patch to the rear of the tees appears to work. As mentioned, many times, avoid straight line 

planting on the golf course. 

The tall and leggy oaks to the LHS of the carry are unfortunately in poor shape i.e. I feel that 

they were once planted in a small woodland around 30-40 years ago and not thinned out. As 

such, they have all grown at the same pace whilst reaching for sunlight (lollipop’s, for want of 

a better word). I am not suggesting the team remove these at this time but thought must go to 

replanting with low growing types with the idea that the tall and unstable trees be removed 

later. 

 

Photo: Lollipop shape trees at LGC. 

The low-lying wet hole should be exposed further. Soft rush, yellow iris, water mint and 

bulrush can be found growing but I suggest using the 360° digger and scooping down to the 

water table – I am positive the course has amphibians onsite therefore this will go some way to 

encouraging them further. 



Longcliffe GC 2020 

23 
 

Good roughs stretching down to the fairway; however, management should be carried out to 

keep the fat grasses at bay. 

The woodlands at either side of the hole are in good shape with birch and pine being the 

dominant types – no management required other than the erection of nest boxes. 

The pockets of gorse to the extreme RHS of the fairway will start to require coppicing over the 

course of this plan. They do not require urgent attention as they are not in-play, I am merely 

highlighting these will be a good habitat for linnets, yellowhammers and other gorse loving 

birds. 

I was pleased to photograph a hare on the adjacent hole. Hares do not damage a golf course 

(rabbits do) but unfortunately their population has dropped of late. The fact that the club have 

roughs only encourage this interesting fauna and this is another reason to retain/ manage the 

club’s long grasses. 

 

Photo: Hare at LGC. 

Remove the thinner trees to the extreme RHS of the green (approximately half of these). 
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4.9 Hole 9: 

Total removal of the rhododendrons to the RHS of the tees. Replant with a more suitable shrub, 

rowans will suffice. 

Good woodlands to the RHS of the lady’s tee with elder, rowan, oak and birch, remove any 

new growth of sycamore. 

I was pleased to see the old dry-stone walls have not been removed from this hole. This is part 

of the club’s history and one which adds antiquity to the site. 

Fescue, bent and matt grass can be found in the managed roughs to the RHS of the hole 

suggesting heather will grow in this location. I would plant ten heather sprigs (small plants) to 

see if they will take hold. Given the foot traffic it is doubtful. 

There are several decaying trees in the woodlands to the RHS that I would retain. It is unlikely 

that they are a H&S issue therefore leave them for wildlife. 

The gorse in the woodland should be coppiced also. 

Another low-lying wet hole can be found to the end of the woodland and I feel management 

should be undertaken. Like the advice given earlier, scoop down to the water table and allow 

nature to do the rest. Shape the banks with the removed material – do not place on the compost 

pile as there may be amphibians in the spoil. 

 

 

 

Photo: Develop a 

low-lying wet hole 

here. 
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4.10 Hole 10: 

The trees to the LHS of the hole require an owl or kestrel box. Little management required 

other than to remove any turkey oaks. 

4.11 Hole 11: 

I am happy to see managed gorse near to the tees. These are another template of how the gorse 

should appear at LGC. 

This hole interests me for numerous reasons, one is how the rough appears at either side of the 

hole i.e. fine fescues and bents to the LHS and in front of the tees, whereas the grasses to the 

RHS are of the rank type (fog and meadow amongst others including clover, dock and nettle). 

I am leaning towards different top and sub soils rather than incorrect management practices. 

Therefore, I would manage the RHS aggressively and continuously until a decent sward is 

reached; cut, collect and possibly scarify twice per year to remove as much organic matter as 

possible but avoid costly chemistry – this will only curtail the problem if you keep using 

chemicals – it will not cure the problem but merely mask it. 

The roughs on the LHS and in front of the tees, however, would not look out of place on The 

Old Course, St Andrews. Part of my role was to advise on grassland management across the 

links and this rough has a similar consistency – aim for the remaining roughs at LGC to be on 

a par with these. 

 

 

 

 

Photo: First 

class rough at 

LGC. 
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The oak to the RHS of the fairway requires a small nest box. 

The trees to the RHS of the hole are evenly spaced therefore no management is needed. The 

trees to the LHS require attention. Beginning this forthcoming wintertime, remove one third of 

these to allow sunlight to the green. The majority are turkey oaks, so I have no issues suggesting 

removal. It is advised that the first third as you make your way up the hole are removed first 

and the following two thirds over the course of this report. 

 

Photo: Remove the trees in this photograph this forthcoming season. 

One of the main areas of this report is to create a composting programme from the materials 

collected from the course (grass clippings, cores, bunker sand, leaves and wood chippings). 

Once the first phase of tree removal on this hole is complete, the composting programme can 

be placed in the cleared woodland. Over time, the compost can be returned back to the course 

(mixed with top soil and placed under new turf, mixed with divoting solution, given away to 

members, clubhouse gardens etc). This should save the club money on buying in soils and other 

growing mediums. 
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To create a compost programme, simply create at least three piles of material (clippings etc.) 

of around 5m² and turn them over with a digger once per month. After one year, you will have 

usable material. My aim is to return to LGC and hold a member’s afternoon walk and talk (30 

minutes in the clubhouse and a few hours on the course) where I shall explain the many benefits 

of composting. 

There is an unhealthy amount of bracken in this area, however, the composting station should 

deal with them adequately via the heat that is produced during the thermophilic stage. If 

possible, retain as many raspberry canes in this area. During my visit, they were coming into 

season – comma butterflies are attracted to wild berries when they become overripe. 

 

 

 

  

 

Photo: Canes in fruit at LGC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Avoid planting trees in the large expanse of grasslands to the RHS of the walkway (to the next 

tee). This is an ideal area for hares, deer and so on, to hide in. Remove any new growth of trees 

here. No further management should be required for the foreseeable future unless golf play is 

affected – leave for wildlife and the numerous ringlet butterflies which can be found here. 
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4.12 Hole 12: 

At no stage of any golf course’s existence should poplar’s and leylandii’s be planted, however, 

I understand that the ones behind the tees on the twelfth are for privacy reasons – retain these 

trees but do not plant any onsite from herein. Poplar’s have a habit of decaying from the inside 

out and fall for no apparent reason – they are quite crudely known in the arb industry as widow 

makers as they fail without warning when management is undertaken. Leylandii’s are shallow 

rooting, cast dense shade and tend to fall over at the same time, which is known as the domino 

effect. 

The rough in front of the tees should have management sooner rather than later given the 

thickness of the sward. 

I was happy to see mallow growing in the ditch. This wildflower attracts many bees and 

pollinating insects to its perfume and as such, should be encouraged further by avoiding cutting.  

Keep a close eye on any creeping thistle in the roughs to the LHS. Remove as and when it starts 

to dominate. These roughs also hold harebell, which is known to frequent free draining soils – 

with that in mind, these roughs should respond well to management. 
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4.13 Hole 13: 

The mature oak tree to the RHS of the lady’s tee should be retained at all costs but I would 

avoid placing a nest box here (noise pollution reasons). An educated guess at the age would be 

around the 200-year mark. 

Pleasing to see the long rough in front of the tees with meadow brown, ringlet and small 

tortoiseshell noted here. 

The decaying tree to the LHS of the carry should also be retained – it is unlikely, given the 

bleached nature of the tree, that it will fall anytime soon therefore no management is required 

at this point. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Photo: Decaying tree on 

the 13th. 
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Manage the hedgerow over the course of this report by flailing to approximately 2 metres. Do 

not cut during the nesting season i.e. April 1st – October 31st. It may be that the hedgerow is 

bolstered using native hawthorn and beech. It is known that there are around 447,000 

kilometres of hedgerow in the UK, whereas, during the 50’s there was around 1 million – a 

huge loss given the fact that hedgerows are hugely important to the UK’s wildlife (nesting and 

foraging). It is for the reasons that this, and other hedges onsite, should be retained and 

managed to a good standard. 

The gorse LHS of the start of the fairway is in ok condition for now, however, I see no reason 

why this cannot be turned into a hedgerow; manage by flailing to 2 metres. 

Well-spaced trees to the RHS of the carry; mainly silver birch I am happy for these to mature 

further before any management is carried out. 

Well – spaced trees to the LHS also. 

The mature scots pine to the LHS of the approach is in good condition – no management 

required to this impressive tree. 

The area to the LHS of the approach 

and around the rear of the green has 

hawthorn, cherry, elder, nipplewort, 

nettles, bramble and red campion 

showing at the time of my visit; 

balsam is beginning to take a 

foothold so be aware of this – pull 

out and burn or place on the compost 

pile. Retain this section as an avenue 

for wildlife and foraging reasons. 

Another small wildflower in this 

area is hedge woundwort. This 

pungent smelling flora attracts many 

types of insect so encouragement 

should be given i.e. do not tidy this 

section. 

Photo: Woundwort. 
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I am incredibly happy that the team have exposed the magnificent redwood tree to the rear of 

the green. This type of tree can grow to heights of 350 foot and live for 2000 years. I have no 

issues with more of these being planted in the correct places at LGC.  

 

Photo: Redwood at LGC. 
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4.14 Hole 14: 

Cow parsley, spear thistle, creeping thistle, sallow, bindweed, white dead nettle and large white 

butterfly noted to the rear of the tees – this section is largely unkempt – retain for wildlife other 

than removing the balsam. 

The pond to the LHS of the tees is in good condition although there appears to have been a 

non-filamentous algal bloom in recent weeks. Algae appears in either non-filamentous or 

filamentous forms; non turns the water green, whereas filamentous has long green strands 

which clog-up streams, canals and ponds; LGC’s ponds may have both, however, I am not 

overly concerned at this time as there is also a good amount of other aquatic vegetation showing 

such as white water lilly. 

In terms of a healthy natural pond, there should be one third of water showing and two thirds 

of vegetation showing. LGC’s ponds have a similar ratio so little management is required. I 

will be happy to see small amounts of algae removed if it is felt that the ponds are becoming 

choked and losing flora and fauna, but only small amounts. 

 

Photo: 14th pond. 
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I was made aware that medium sized fish (mainly carp) used to swim in the ponds but have not 

been seen in good numbers of late (carp are grazing fish and will eat algae) – there could be 

many reasons for their demise such as a pathogen has found its way in to the water, a heron has 

taken them or maybe they were simply fished out. Both common and mirror carp are classed 

as ‘specialities’ for either fishing specimens (taken to another pond), or simply as food. It may 

be that the club invest in a wildlife camera to see what is happening. 

Remove any new emerging trees from the water margin. 

I was pleased to see that both the coot and moorhen families had chicks with them – this 

suggests that the ponds are in healthy condition. Floras noted were water lilly, bulrush, common 

reed, soft rush, greater willowherb, bird’s-foot trefoil, stitchwort, bittersweet (member of the 

nightshade fam), water mint (unsure what var), water forget-me-not, selfheal and common-

spotted orchid. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Photo: Common-spotted 

orchid at LGC. 
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To the extreme LHS of the dogleg is a large patch of scrubland which appears to be left to 

nature. I am happy this is retained as such, however, keep a close eye on any new growth of 

undesirable floras such as balsam, rosebay willowherb etc. 

Thin out the roughs the entire RHS of the hole. 

 

 

 

 

Photo: 

Example of 

the rank 

rough on the 

14th. 

 

 

 

The trees to the extreme RHS of the hole, adjacent to the two yellow posts, require 

management; remove one third of these to allow the more dominant ones to thrive. There are 

holly trees here, which should be retained as these will give berries in the autumn and will not 

grow too tall. Mature oaks can be found here – do not manage these trees. 

The in-play trees to the LHS are ok for the foreseeable future and there is a dead birch growing 

to the green end of the copse which should be retained. 

The gorse to the rear of the green requires coppicing to 150mm. 

The long-grassed area also to the rear of the green should be strimmed to stubble height with 

the arising’s taken to the compost pile. This method will encourage wildflowers and fine 

grasses to take a foothold. 

Nest boxes required in the woodland as you make your way to the next hole. 
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4.15 Hole 15: 

The selection of ornamental grasses to the front of the rear tee is ok in this location, however, 

it is never a good idea to plant non-native grasses anywhere on a golf course as they have the 

potential to spread out into the roughs. 

The gorse in the middle of the pathway requires coppicing to 150mm. 

It was noted that four ringlet butterflies were flying through the grasses to the LHS of the 

pathway and down to the playing areas – this is pleasing to see, however, there are many small 

oak trees beginning to dominate the grasses – remove the oaks and any other newly emerging 

trees from the grasslands here (for butterfly encouragement reasons). 

 

Photo: Ringlet butterfly on the 15th. 

Avoid tidying this pond too much (wildlife reasons). This report centres on ecology, wildlife, 

and holistic course management. It is not a document which suggests course tidying hence the 

advice to leave areas scruffy and unkempt. 
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4.16 Hole 16: 

The low-lying hole to the LHS of the tees has a stagnant appearance and as such, is of little use 

to the environment. I suggest removing a small number of the trees around the hole to allow 

sunlight in. Over time, I feel that purple loosestrife, lilly and other aquatic/ semi-aquatic plants 

can be added to give life a chance to return. 

The scrubland to the LHS should be retained as an avenue for wildlife. Chiffchaff were heard 

singing in the woodland here. 

Coppice the gorse to the LHS of the lady’s tee should be coppiced. 

Manage the roughs to the RHS of the hole; yarrow and campion can be found growing 

discreetly here. 

The woodlands to the LHS of the hole can be left to nature. This has taken on a dense and 

compact appearance with many different canopy heights and diversity. It may be that the land 

behind the woodland will be built on – if this is the case then woodlands such as these are 

desirable for privacy and security purposes. Were they in-play, then management would be 

required. If further security and privacy is needed, then I suggest planting the area with 

hawthorn and holly which will help to deter unwanted traffic. 

Hugely pleasing to see mature trees to the RHS of the hole. Unfortunately, the largest and 

probably oldest is senescing (process leading to death). With that in mind, you now have 

options, and these are: 

1. Leave and hope that it does not fall onto a golfer, greenkeeper or member of the public 

2. Prop the limbs and try to add longevity to the tree 

3. Monolith the main trunk 

4. Cut it down 

Option 1 is not recommended. Option 2 is desirable but costly and given the health of the tree 

I doubt whether it would be a good idea (more suited to veteran and ancient healthy trees whose 

limbs are becoming too heavy to support by the trunk). Option 3 is ideal but requires a qualified 

and insured tree surgeon. Option 4 is also suitable, but you would also require a qualified 

surgeon given the sheer size of the tree. With these option in mind, I suggest the club opts for 

option 3. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE: Active badger setts can be found around the tree. Badgers and their 

setts are protected by law therefore any management in this area now requires a specialist prior 

to any work commencing. 

As advised in section 4.14, a wildlife camera will collect any badger activity on course and as 

a result, will add credibility to any licencing requirements by Natural England etc. Cameras 

can be purchased for as little as £50. 

 

Photo: Active badger sett on the 16th hole. 

Rank rough grasslands can be found to the RHS of the hole (around 150 metres from the green 

onwards) – manage these sooner rather than later. The trees here are adequately spaced so no 

management required at this time. 

It is pleasing to see an old solitary hawthorn to the LHS of the green. Hawthorns are notoriously 

slow growing so to have a reasonably straight and upright specimen growing in-play is 

admirable.  

Sloe’s can be found growing to the rear of the green. Retain these for nesting and fruit reasons. 
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4.17 Hole 17: 

In an ideal world, the lime’s growing to the LHS of the tees would not be there as they are 

casting shade onto the nearby playing surfaces. I am certainly not suggesting that they are 

removed as they are of a good age so it may be an idea to remove the trees either side of the 

limes. There is an issue here however, and that is it is unclear who owns the trees as they are 

growing to the far side of the open ditch. When we find who owns the trees then we can decide 

the best way forward. 

 

Photo: Tall limes at LGC. 

Retain the scrub to the LHS of the tees.  

There are several sycamores growing on the woodland fringe which I suggest removing. 

I am happy to see that the open ditch has been left unmanaged. There are many different types 

of wildflower beginning to grow including cuckooflower and yarrow. At the time of my visit 

(early afternoon), I disturbed a shrew in the ditch. After closer inspection, I noted many holes 

in the banks suggesting maybe a bank vole is in residence also. Good to see, nonetheless. 
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The trees to the LHS of the hole appear in good condition therefore no management or 

replanting is required. 

The trees to the RHS of the hole are also in good condition with numerous mature types. 

Thought should go to erecting an owl box on a tree here. If this idea is accepted by the club 

then I would be happy to advise further on location, height, box size and so on. 

Wood sage can be found carpeting the woodland floor to the RHS of the hole and it is no 

surprise that a pair of red-legged partridge were noted in this section (the seeds of wood sage 

are plentiful and attract many bird types).  

 

 

    

 

  

 

Photo: Wood sage on the 17th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There does appear to be large amounts of bracken growing in the woodland and along the 

edges; do not allow this invasive plant to grow into the roughs or the wood sage. 

Small amounts of ragwort noted near to the pathway (RHS). Leave this for nature but keep a 

close eye on any in the rough grasslands. 

Flowering cherries noted growing further along the hole (RHS) – I am not suggesting removal 

of these but do not plant any more here or anywhere onsite. 
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There is a collection of mature oak trees a little further into the woodland which I feel should 

be exposed for memberships to see. Thin – out the silver birch and other small trees near and 

around the oaks. 

Ivy can be seen dominating several of the trees in the woodlands to the RHS. There are 

numerous trains of thought within the green sector as to whether ivy should be removed from 

living trees. These are: 

• Ivy kills the tree – untrue. Ivy merely uses the tree as a post to climb on and does not 

damage the tree 

• Ivy is good for wildlife – true. Many birds will nest in ivy. Ivy’s berries are numerous 

this giving a food source for birds and insects 

• Ivy can damage a tree with the weight of its growth – true. Ivy can become quite heavy 

and act as a parachute during periods of strong winds thus damaging the limbs and 

roots 

I generally suggest leaving ivy on trees and I am continuing to do so here. A brief inspection 

showed little damage to the woodland trees, so the benefits outweigh the disadvantages. I do 

suggest another visit next year where I will further inspect these trees for H&S reasons. 

The oak tree to the RHS of the green (near to the two bunkers) has been struck by lightening 

at some point. Oaks respond well to severe trauma and as such, is beginning to grow again. 

The cambium (trunk bark) is starting to regrow and will join together again within a hundred 

years. When this happens, the tree will become stronger; a tree growing as a tube is stronger 

than a solid one.  

 

 

Photo: Oak on the 17th. Note how the cambium layers are 

beginning to regrow (green arrows). 
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The trees to the rear of the practice ground (LHS of the hole) require management; remove the 

spindly and less desirable trees from this section thus allowing the dominant trees more room 

to mature. 

The gorse to the LHS of the pathway is looking leggy therefore management is advised. 

Coppice one quarter this winter season and the remaining 3 parts over the forthcoming three 

years. 

In terms of the gorse to the rear of the green, careful management is advised. I suggest 

coppicing the interior in year one. Allow this to regenerate and then coppice the outside sections 

over the next few winters, this way, scarring, and aesthetic degradation is minimal. Also, 

wildlife is not disturbed too much. It may be that heather begins to replace the gorse, but it is 

doubtful. I am happy to see the team have already begun management here. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Gorse management on the 17th. 
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4.18 Hole 18: 

The gorse at either side of the pathway should be a template of how the remaining gorse at 

LGC should appear – dense, compact and plenty of nesting places for birds. Aim for the gorse 

onsite to replicate this stand. 

The gorse along the LHS of the hole requires management over the course of this plan. I would 

however, given time constraints and weather conditions, be happy if it all were to be coppiced 

in one autumn/ winter season. There are numerous small heather stands in and around the gorse 

here which should perform well once the gorse has been managed. Also remove any new 

growth of hawthorn, birch and oak from here. 

In terms of the rough-edged bunker, heather plugs could be planted on the top and sides. I 

would test the pH prior to any planting around bunkers, or indeed anywhere onsite; the pH 

should ideally be around 4.5. Good to see yarrow growing here also. 

Remove the rhododendron to the LHS of the green unless it is a memorial to a past member. 

As mentioned, rhododendrons do not belong at LGC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Longcliffe GC 2020 

43 
 

5.0 Further Comments: 

Firstly, it is strongly advisable that the club purchase a suitable machine to manage the long 

roughs. There are many machines with the ability to cut and collect long grasses therefore it 

largely depends on finances. Both the Amazon Profihopper and Weidenmann Super 500 or 600 

will be more than suitable for the task. I have advised on over 400 club’s and most suggest 

these machines are the best on the market at the time of writing this report. 

Secondly, it is advised that the club contact the local council tree officer to see if a felling 

licence is required. Exceptions may be made when large areas require management for the 

benefit of wildlife and business. 

Thirdly, tree removal is an emotive subject and one which sparks much interest from the 

membership. This report is not suggesting tree removal for wildlife only, quite the contrary, I 

have advised that numerous trees are to be removed for agronomy and safety purposes – do 

take that into consideration when developing emails and letters to the club’s management! This 

report’s aim and objective is to highlight the benefits of heathlands and their playability. I have 

no doubt that more trees will have to be removed when this report nears completion in five 

years’ time. If that is indeed the case, then we will approach it in a similar fashion i.e. with the 

return to a heathland course in mind. Also take into account that this is the beginning of a long 

project, indeed, many clubs have spent years returning their courses back to the original state 

and a conservative estimate would be two thirds of the trees have been removed. I am certainly 

not suggesting we carry out that ratio at LGC, but simply undertake numerous small projects 

to see if they come to fruition and over what timescale. 

Another licence to investigate is bat and their roosts. It is likely that bats are living in the old 

trees so if any are to be removed then a qualified bat handler should be hired. BIGGA are just 

developing a partnership with the RSPB who are happy to send out bat specialists for minimal 

costs to BIGGA members. 

Currently, BIGGA are developing an ecology subscription service for their members. It is 

likely that a yearly fee will see myself onsite once per year with an associated report. I feel that 

a yearly visit to LGC would be beneficial to the club as a spring visit may unearth other rare 

flora and faunas such as orchids, scarce butterflies and other interesting species, whereas an 

autumn and/ or winter may see migrant visitors or rare fungi showing. I will keep the club 

informed if this is to go ahead. 
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Whilst this eco report centres on the actual golf course, I feel it is best to make comment on the 

fairy ring which can be found on the first green. I am yet to find a suitable chemical which 

eradicates fairy ring in its totality, certainly not the type one and two kinds. I would firstly talk 

to the club’s agronomist for further advice; however, I will mention that digging out the 

contaminated area may be the only way forward. If this is to be the case, then the removal of 

the turf and at least 1.5 metres of top and sub soil will have to commence sooner rather than 

later. As in most walks of life, the prevention is better than the cure, here is no different. James 

Hutchinson BSc (Hons).  

 

Photo: Fairy ring on the first green. 

 

Photo: Dead grass within the fairy ring. 
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Photo: Additional photo of LGC. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 


